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Western New York Ministry Training Program

WORSHIP
Fall 2026

Instructor: Maribeth Jennings, MWS
Email: mjennings@wnydistrict.com
Phone: 716-202-0634

COURSE SCHEDULE

Saturdays, (10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, EST)
September 12, 19, 26, October 3, 10,17, 24
All class sessions will be on Zoom

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is an introduction to the study of the Biblical, theological, historical, and

contemporary elements of Christian worship. The course is designed to give students a

grounding in the fundamental principles of Christian worship to enhance their ability to

participate in, plan, and lead acts of public worship. Because Christian worship is a

vast subject, the intent of this introduction is to initiate a lifelong commitment and

awareness of renewing personal and public worship.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of this course, a student will be able to:

Reflect on his/her personal worship background and current worship practices;
Describe the nature of Biblical worship and the pertinent theological themes of
worship found in Scripture and throughout Christian history;

Discover the various elements of worship found in the Church universal and
evaluate these aspects’ use or absence in their local cultural context;

Gain a big picture of the development of Christian worship through history and be
able to place The Wesleyan Church in that larger narrative;

Develop a theological basis for the sacraments of Eucharist and Baptism and gain
practical skills for implementing the sacraments as acts of public worship;

Have a working knowledge of the Christian calendar and gain an appreciation for its
use as a tool for Christian formation;

Establish a basis for evaluating music and the arts in public worship;

Evaluate and think critically about the practice of worship in his/her local church
context as well as gain experience planning a worship service.
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REQUIRED TEXTS

Cherry, Constance M. Worship Like Jesus: A Guide for Every Follower. Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 2019.

Webber, Robert E. Worship Old & New: : A Biblical, Historical, and Practical Introduction.
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1994.

COLLATERAL READING (Choose one*)

Boswell, Matt. Doxology and Theology: How the Gospel forms the Worship Leader. Nashville: B & H
Publishing Group, 2013.

Chappell, Bryan. Christ-Centered Worship: Letting the Gospel Shape our Practice. Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Baker Academic, 2009.

Cherry, Constance M. The Worship Architect: A Blueprint for Designing Culturally Relevant and
Biblically Faithful Services. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 2010.

Cosper, Mike. Rhythms of Grace: How the Church's Worship Tells the Story of the Gospel. Wheaton,
Illinois: Crossway, 2013.

Drury, Keith. The Wonder of Worship: Why We Worship the Way We Do. Indianapolis, Indiana:
Wesleyan Publishing House, 2002.

Hicks, Zachary M. The Worship Pastor. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2016.

Jordan, J. Michael. Worship in an Age of Anxiety: How Churches Can Create Space for Healing.
Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 2024.

Packiam, Glenn. Discover the Mystery of Faith. Colorado Springs, Colorado: David C. Cook, 2013.
Stookey, Laurence Hull. Baptism: Christ's Act in the Church. Nashville, Tennessee: Abingdon, 1982.

Torrance, James B. Worship, Community, and the Triune God of Grace. Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP
Academic, 1996.

Tozer, AW. Whatever Happened to Worship? Camp Hill, Pennsylvania: Christian Publications, 1985.

Webber, Robert E. Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the Christian Year. Grand
Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2004.

White, James F. The Sacraments in Protestant Practice and Faith. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1999.

Wright, N.T. For All God's Worth: True Worship and the Calling of the Church. Grand Rapids,
Michigan: W. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997.

*You may make a proposal for a book that is not on this list, if you submit it at the beginning of the
course and the instructor approves your choice.
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COURSE OUTLINE

Saturday, September 12,2026 (10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, EST)
Class 1 - Biblical Foundations of Worship

Saturday, September 19, 2026 (10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, EST)
Class 2 - Theology of Worship

Saturday, September 26, 2026 (10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, EST)
Class 3 - The History and Shape of Worship

Saturday, October 3, 2026 (10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, EST)
Class 4 —The Sacraments

Saturday, October 10, 2026 (10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, EST)
Class 5-The Christian Calendar

Saturday, October 17, 2026 (10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, EST)
Class 6 — Music & the Arts in Worship

Saturday, October 17, 2026 (10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, EST)
Class 7 - Planning Worship

CLASS SESSIONS

All classes will be held on Zoom beginning at 10:00 AM (EST). Please log in a few minutes in
advance so we can get started on time.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88105012335?pwd=3ILGXQCAZoHYicpJ233lalsHssLh91.1

ASSIGNMENTS

All assignments are due before class on the dates listed. Attach your documents to an

emailin pdf or Word format and send it to mjennings@wnydistrict.com The assignments
are designed to take approximately 3.5 to 4 hours per week outside of class, so be sure to
block off enough time during the week to adequately prepare for the class meeting.

Written assignments should be typed, double-spaced, using a 12-point font. Writing should
demonstrate good grammar and correct spelling. Each assignment should include the
student’s full name, the course title, and the date.

Source Citation: You may cite sources in parenthesis within the body of your writing or
provide the source in a footnote; either is acceptable. When citing information from the
course textbooks, give the last name of the author and the page number (e.g. Webber p.
150). For Bible references, give book, chapter, and verse(s) (e.g. Romans 12:1-2).


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88105012335?pwd=3ILGXQCAZoHYicpJ233la1sHssLh91.1
mailto:mjennings@wnydistrict.com
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Week 1 - Biblical Foundation of Worship (September 12, 2026)
Assignments to complete before class:

e Reading
o Cherry Introduction and Chapters 1-4
o Webber Chapters 1-2
e Itemsto Submit-due day of class
1. Reading response paper - from this week’s reading, write a reflection paper
with at least five points of interest or questions that arose in your mind. Your
reading response for each week should be about 2 pages (double-spaced).
2. Personalworship journey - write a 1-2-page reflection paper including the
following: Your personal background and current practices of worship. Your
definition of worship (be prepared to share with the group in class)

Week 2 - Theology of Worship (September 19, 2026)
Assignments to complete before class:

e Reading
o Webber Chapter 3-8
o Cherry Chapter 6
e Video: View and take notes on this video from Seedbed by Dr. Jonathan Powers:
https://seedbed.com/why-the-church-has-a-liturgy/
e Itemsto Submit-due day of class
1. Reading/video response - (2 pages)
2. Report your choice of books for your collateral reading. Research and
choose a book from the collateral reading list to read for your final reflection
paper. Submit your choice to the instructor by email.

Week 3 - The History and Shape of Worship (September 26, 2026)
Assignments to complete before class:

e Reading
1. Webber Chapters 9-13
2. Collateral book
e \Video: View and take notes on this video from Seedbed, Dr. Jonathan Powers
(Fourfold Structure of Worship) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNNII_Sz2oU
e Item to Submit-due day of class
1. Reading/video response (2 pages)


https://seedbed.com/why-the-church-has-a-liturgy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNNII_Sz2oU
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Week 4 - The Sacraments (October 3, 2026)

e Reading
o Webber Chapters 14-17, and 21.
o Collateral book
o Optional-Read The Wesleyan Discipline (2022) paragraphs 240, 242, 290,
293
e Video: View and take notes on these brief videos from Seedbed’s 7-Minute Seminary
and The Wesleyan Church. Be prepared to share at least one new insight or question
from these explanations of the sacraments.
o Seedbed, Bob Stamps
e https://www.seedbed.com/jesus-our-sacrament/

e https://www.seedbed.com/why-christians-take-communion/

o The Wesleyan Church, Daniel Rife
https://www.wesleyan.org/sacraments-gods-story-of-love
o Seedbed, Dean Blevins
e https://seedbed.com/baptism-discipleship/
e Items to Submit-due day of class
1. Reading/video response (2 pages)
2. Definition of Sacrament (Part 1): In one or two paragraphs, define the term
sacrament in your own words, to the best of your understanding.

Week 5 - The Christian Calendar (October 10, 2026)

e Reading
o Cherry Chapter5
o Webber Chapter 20
o Collateral book
e Video: View and take notes on these brief videos:
o The Story as Told Through the Christian Calendar (Christ Church)
e https://vimeo.com/79923336
o Seedbed, Christine Burkett (Scripture Reading — 4 separate videos)

e https://www.seedbed.com/the-effect-of-public-reading-of-scripture/

e https://www.seedbed.com/why-the-public-reading-of-scripture-

matters-2/

e https://www.seedbed.com/using-technology-in-worship/

e https://www.seedbed.com/advice-for-reading-of-scripture-in-worship-

programs/
e Items to Submit-due day of class

1. Reading/video response (2 pages)


https://www.seedbed.com/jesus-our-sacrament/
https://www.seedbed.com/why-christians-take-communion/
https://www.wesleyan.org/sacraments-gods-story-of-love
https://seedbed.com/baptism-discipleship/
https://vimeo.com/79923336
https://www.seedbed.com/the-effect-of-public-reading-of-scripture/
https://www.seedbed.com/why-the-public-reading-of-scripture-matters-2/
https://www.seedbed.com/why-the-public-reading-of-scripture-matters-2/
https://www.seedbed.com/using-technology-in-worship/
https://www.seedbed.com/advice-for-reading-of-scripture-in-worship-programs/
https://www.seedbed.com/advice-for-reading-of-scripture-in-worship-programs/
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2. Definition of Sacrament (Part 2): In follow-up to last week’s lesson, look
back at your definition of sacrament and expand your writing. If necessary,
make corrections. Submit your edited version as a new assignment.

Week 6 — Music & the Arts in Worship (October 17, 2026)

e Reading
o Webber Chapters 18-19
o Cherry Chapter7
o Collateral book
e Articles toread:
o https://seedbed.com/how-to-incorporate-the-visual-arts-into-worship-life-part-ii/
o https://seedbed.com/how-to-incorporate-the-visual-arts-into-worship-life-part-i/
o https://seedbed.com/creating-in-the-image-of-the-creator-six-illuminating-
worship-arts-ideas/
e View and take notes on this video:
o N.T. Wright on Worship https://youtu.be/BEwDfl4Xpko
e Items to Submit-due day of class
1. Reading/video response (2 pages)
2. Calendar: Design a simple calendar for your local church context in table
format with three columns. In the left column, beginning with Advent, list the
Sundays for the entire Christian year. If you choose, you may include other
special days such as Ash Wednesday, Holy Week, Ascension Day, Pentecost.
You may want to make note of civic/cultural holidays that coincide with the
events of the Christian calendar. In the middle column, choose at least one
Scripture reading (either on your own or from the Lectionary) for that Sunday
morning according to the focus of the day. Use the right column to be
creative to record your thoughts. You may include things such as a theme for
the day, specific songs you mightinclude, other elements such as
Communion, Baptism, prayers, sermon series, etc.

Week 7 - Planning Worship (October 24, 2026)

e Reading
o Cherry Chapter 8
o Webber Chapters 22-23
o Finish Collateral book
e |tems to Submit- due day of class
1. Reading response (2 pages)
2. Book Reflection - Write a reflection paper (minimum 3 pages, but no longer than
5 pages) reflecting on your collateral book. This is a reflection paper, not a book
report. Interact with the content of the book by writing about new insights you


https://youtu.be/BEwDfl4Xpko
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gained and questions you have. Are there any points you do not agree with? How
has this book changed or enhanced your understanding of worship?

Post Course Work (Due November 7, 2026)

1.

Design a Worship Service

Incorporating what you have learned in this course, plan and write out the order for a
worship service for your local church. This should be a detailed description, not a
church bulletin for the congregation, but a behind the scenes planning document
for the leaders involved. Be sure you include the following:

a. Headings for the sections of the service incorporating the traditional four-fold
order of worship (Gathering, Word, Table, Sending)

b. Provide details about what happens between the various elements of
worship. For example, what words the worship leader says prior to a song;
what elements will surround a Scripture reading (prayer, introduction) or
whether this is a straight reading or a dramatic presentation; what visual
elements will be used; what movement is happening, etc.

c. Give specific song choices and why you chose the songs according to the
theological theme or content of the lyrics.

d. Foreach element, which direction is the communication flowing? (Up, Down,
Lateral)

e. Include the Lord’s Supper in the service. Provide a very detailed description
including what elements are used, how and when, instructions are given to
the congregation, what movement is involved, what liturgy or prayers are
used surrounding the distribution, etc.

f. Write a one page explanation of your thought process behind the design of
the service.

2. Synopsis Project

Bringing together your work from the entire course including textbooks, class
discussions, videos, and your collateral reading, choose one of the formats below
to convey the meaning of Christian worship. Whichever format you choose, be sure
to touch on all the key components of this course. Since this is a creative
assignment, it is fine to incorporate your opinions, personal experiences/stories,
concerns, and ideas about worship. But this is not merely an opinion piece. This
assignment should demonstrate your grasp of the main components of worship
drawing from the scope of the course material. Choose one of the following:

Write an article such as for a magazine or blog post meant to introduce or reorient
someone to Christian worship (minimum 3 pages). Give your article a creative title.
Design a lesson for a 60-minute seminar that you might give to members of your
congregation to teach them the meaning of Christian worship. Submit either a full
manuscript of your class content or a video of yourself presenting the content.
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GRADES

Assignments are weighted as follows:

Class participation 10%
Personal journey paper 5%
Reading responses 20%
Christian Calendar 5%
Sacrament papers 10%
Worship Service 20%
Book Reflection 15%

Synopsis 15%

Evaluation/Grade Scale
Afinal grade of 76% is needed to meet the academic requirements for credentialing in The

Wesleyan Church.

At the completion of the course, numerical grades are submitted to the Division of
Education and Clergy Development and converted to letter grades using the following

grade scale (Note: A grade of C or higher is required to pass the course):

100t0 97 A 87 to 85 B- 70t0 68D
96 to 94 A- 84to 81C+ 67 & below F
93t0 91 B+ 80to76C
90to 88B 75t0 71 C-

Plagiarism

Students are expected to exhibit honesty and integrity in their personal, professional, and
academic life, and work. As Christians, we are called to a high standard of honesty.

Examples of plagiarism include (but are not limited to) the following:

e Copying all or part of a theme, exam, paper, reading report, or other written work
from another person;

e Submitting as one’s own work that which was wholly or partially done by another;

¢ Quoting material from any source without clearly indicating it is someone else’s
work;

¢ Summarizing or paraphrasing from any source without clearly indicating it is
someone else’s work;

¢ Misrepresentation of documentation or resources;
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e Submitting workbook answers copied from another person or working in a group
and submitting an identical set of answers for each member of the group without
explicit permission from the instructor;

e Cheating on a test by getting answers in an unauthorized manner;

e Submitting the same work for more than one course without the prior approval of
the instructor.

An instance of plagiarism will result in an automatic “F” for the specific assignhment and
may also result in an automatic failure of the course. Repeat offences will result in an
automatic failure of the course.

Additional Policies

Attendance for Zoom sessions is required. The instructor can provide permission for a
student to miss up to two classes. In these cases, an extra assignment in lieu of each
absence is required. The professor's decision on what constitutes an excused absence is
final. Tuition will not be returned if a student misses more classes than allowed.

Giving extensions is up to the instructor and is limited to extenuating circumstances.
Students should let the instructor know before an assignment is considered late and why
the extension is needed. Merely being busy is not a reason for an extension.



