
INTRODUCTION TO PREACHING (HOMILETICS) 
October 5, 2026 – November 16, 2026 

Mondays 6:00pm – 9:00pm 
Zoom Format 

Instructor: Wesley D. Oden, D. Min. 
Phone: 585-307-2046 

E-Mail: wesoden59@gmail.com 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
1. To help the student develop a foundational understanding of preaching as vital to the life of 

the local church. 

2. To assist the student in understanding basic and essential homiletical steps in the preparation 
and delivery of biblical and relevant sermons for a contemporary audience. 

3. To challenge the student to create an atmosphere for preaching that is rooted in the Holy 
Spirit speaking through the open heart of the preacher. 

4. To present the student with an opportunity to preach one sermon based on the skills and 
ideas discussed and learned in the class. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Introduction to Preaching is intended to help students develop an appreciation for the purpose and 
value of preaching as vital to the life of the local church. Since preaching is the intersection of 
human endeavor and divine anointing, the course will address: 1) the need for the preacher to 
develop lifelong skills in exegesis of the scriptures as the foundation for every sermon; 2) the 
importance of the preacher to create sermons in which the scriptures are applied to the lives of 
listeners in a way that is relevant, inspirational, clear and effective; 3) the need to create an 
atmosphere in which the preacher is open to the Holy Spirit in order to proclaim the Word of God.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
1. Attend all classes and participate in class discussion. 

2. Read the required texts and complete required assignments. 

3. Complete weekly class assignments. 

4. Prepare, preach, video and present to the class a sermon in your local ministry setting using 
the strategies discussed in class. 

REQUIRED TEXTS 
Kinlaw, Dennis F. Preaching in the Spirit, Third Edition. Grand Rapids: Warner Press/Francis Asbury 

Press, 2010. ISBN: 978-1593175221. Kindle edition available. 

Coleson, Joseph. Passion, Power and Purpose: Essays on the Art of Contemporary Preaching. Indianapolis: 
Wesleyan Publishing House, 2006. ISBN: 978-0898273366. Kindle edition available. 

Robinson, Haddon W. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Messages, Fourth 
Edition. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2026. ISBN: 978-1540967916. Kindle edition 
available. 



GRADING SCALE 
97-100 A 
94-96 A- 
91-93 B+ 
88-90 B 
85-87 B- 
81-84 C+ 
76-80 C  (Minimum passing grade) 
71-75 C-  
68-70 D 
  0-67 F  

GRADING 
25% — Completion of reading assignments and accompanying journals (Kinlaw, Coleson). 
25% — Class participation and weekly assignments. 
50% — Sermon 

PREPARATION FOR THE COURSE (All due prior to the first class session) 
1. Read Preaching in the Spirit. Write a 1-page observation paper on the book. Describe thoughts 

and ideas from the book that catch your attention. Provide a brief description of why these 
ideas are important to you. This paper is due at the beginning of the first class session. 

2. Choose a biblical passage from which you desire to preach. 
a. The passage should be a text from which you have never preached a sermon. 

b. The passage should be a literary unit of a biblical text (parable, brief narrative, short 
section of an epistle, or short Psalm). 

c. During the class, we will discuss your preparation of this text. You will preach your 
class sermon from this text. 

ATTENDANCE:  
You are responsible to be present and engaged at each scheduled class session. If you miss a class 
session, you are expected to watch the class video to make up the absence. 
 
  



ACADEMIC HONESTY  

• Students are expected to exhibit honesty and integrity in their personal, professional and 
academic life, and work.  As Christians, we are called to a high standard of honesty.  

• Examples of plagiarism include (but are not limited to) the following: 

• Copying all or part of a theme, exam, paper, reading report, or other written work from 
another person; 

• Submitting as one’s own work that which was wholly or partially done by another; 

• Quoting material from any source without clearly indicating it is someone else’s work; 

• Summarizing or paraphrasing from any source without clearly indicating it is someone 
else’s work; 

• Misrepresentation of documentation or resources 

• Submitting workbook answers copied from another person or working in a group and 
submitting an identical set of answers for each member of the group without explicit 
permission from the professor; 

• Cheating on a test by getting answers in an unauthorized manner; 

• Submitting the same work for more than one course without the prior approval of the 
instructor.  

• An instance of plagiarism will result in an automatic “F” for the specific assignment and 
may also result in an automatic failure of the course.  

• Repeat offenses will result in an automatic failure of the course. 
  



COURSE PLAN AND ASSIGNMENTS 

Monday, October 5, 2026 

• Class Preparation 

 Choose a biblical passage from which you desire to preach your sermon. 

▪ The passage should be a text from which you have never preached a sermon. 

▪ The passage should be a literary unit of a biblical text (parable, brief 
narrative, short section or paragraph of an epistle, or short Psalm). 

 Preaching in the Spirit completed (Reading Journal Due) 

• Class Discussion 

 Course Introduction 

 Why we preach 

 The power of preaching 

 Elements of preaching 

 Preparation of the preacher 

 Discuss Preaching in the Spirit 

 Role of the Holy Spirit in preaching 

 Work on first sermon 

Monday, October 12, 2026 

• Class Preparation 

 Biblical Preaching chapters 1-2 completed 

 Sermon background work 

• Class Discussion 

 Biblical preaching defined 

 Sermon as idea 

 Exegetical Ideas 

 Discuss sermon work 

  



Monday, October 19, 2026 

• Class Preparation 

 Biblical Preaching chapters 3-5 completed 

 Sermon work 

• Class Discussion 

 Homiletical Ideas 

 Developmental Questions 

 Purpose Statements 

 Discuss sermon work 

  



Monday, October 26, 2026 

• Class Preparation 

 Biblical Preaching chapters 6-7 completed 

 Continue sermon work 

• Class Discussion 

 Review Exegetical Ideas 

 Review Homiletical Ideas 

 Key Listeners 

 Fallen Condition Focus 

 Sermon Construction 

 Discuss sermon work 

Monday, November 2, 2026 

• Class Preparation 

 Biblical Preaching chapters 8-10 completed (Report Due) 

 Watch 3 sermons by 3 different preachers (Submit observations) 

 Continue sermon work 

• Class Discussion 

 Conclusions 

 Introductions 

 Support materials 

 Share sermons observations 

 Discuss sermon progress 

  



Monday, November 9, 2026 

• Class Preparation 

 Sermon structure completed 

 Prepare one support material for your sermon 

 Prepare sermon manuscript draft 

• Class Discussion 

 Sermon Titles 

 Sermon Delivery 

 Discuss prepared sermon structure 

 Discuss prepared support material 

 Discuss sermon preaching 

Monday, November 16, 2026 

• Class Preparation 

 Preach sermon 

 Send video to instructor 

 Send sermon manuscript to instructor 

• Class Discussion 

 Watch videos of sermons 

 Class feedback: encouragement and improvement 

 Sermon Follow Up 

 Further homiletical ideas and questions 

Monday, November 30, 2026 

• Passion, Power, and Purpose completed (Report Due by October 28) 


