
Introduction to Theology 
 

Rev. Karen Tucker, MDiv, MAPC 

karen.tucker1987@gmail.com 

585-590-2948 

 

Course is on Zoom Mondays 6-9 PM, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21 

 

Post-course Work due Dec. 31 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

A study of assumptions, procedures, and guidelines to be used in interpreting the Bible.  

Emphasis is upon refinement of the student’s skills in (1) prayer, (2) observation, (3) 

interpretation and (4) application. The course is designed to develop the student’s ability to 

study the Scriptures accurately, systematically, and independently as a basis for all further 

personal and professional use of the Bible. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this course, students should be able: 

At the end of this course, students should be able: 

• To understand the foundational theology upon which their faith is built and know resources 

to build on that foundation. 

• To have additional skills in thinking about and applying theological truth to their personal 

lives. 

• To provide reasoned theological responses to differing worldviews they encounter. 

• To be better equipped to preach and/or teach theological truth. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

Students are responsible for ordering their textbooks and may do so from their preferred source. 

 

 

• Drury, Keith. (2008). Common Ground: What All Christians Believe and Why It 

Matters. Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House.   ISBN-13:  978-0898273540 

(available on Amazon.com) 

• McLaughlin, Rebecca. (2019). Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard Questions for the 

World’s Largest Religion. Crossway. ISBN-13: 978-1433564239  (available on 

Amazon.com) 

 

ABOUT ASSIGNMENTS 

All assignments are due on the day indicated in this syllabus and will be submitted by email to the 

professor.  In extenuating circumstances, an extension may be granted with the advance permission 

of the instructor. 

 



Format assignments as a double-spaced, typed, 12-point font document, using a font that is easy 

to read and demonstrate acceptable college-level writing, including correct spelling and 

grammar. Each uploaded document should include at least your full name, the course title, and 

date. 

 

Please be careful to cite sources properly. When you have taken material from an internet source, 

please give the full URL for the specific webpage: (e.g., 

[http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jhn&c=3&v=16&t=NIV#16] on which you found 

the info, rather than merely giving that source’s home page [e.g., http://blueletterbible.org]).  

 

 

EVALUATION/GRADE SCALE 

 

A final grade of 76% is needed to meet the academic requirements for credentialing in The 

Wesleyan Church.  

At the completion of the course, numerical grades are submitted to the Division of Education 

and Clergy Development and converted to letter grades using the following grade scale (Again, a  

grade of C or higher is required to pass the course): 

100 to 97 A       

96 to 94 A-  

93 to 91 B+  

90 to 88 B  

87 to 85 B- 

84 to 81 C+ 

80 to 76 C 

75 and below- need to retake the class 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Reading and class Participation: 30% 

Participation grade will be awarded based upon 1) attendance; 2) active 

engagement; and 3) bullet notes showing the assigned reading has been read. 

 

Application Reflections 50% 

In approximately 500 words each, practical application of the theological concepts will 

be achieved by answering the questions given each week. 

 

Definitions of Theological Words: 20% 

Words will be defined as if one was talking with a layperson who asked what the word 

meant. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jhn&c=3&v=16&t=NIV#16
http://blueletterbible.org/


COURSE CALENDAR - Homework is due each week before class. Please note that there is 

pre-course work. 

 

 

Date Topic Readings Assignments 

Due 

11/2 Introduction; 

Scripture 

12 Questions 

Intro & chs 1-6; 

Common 

Ground Intro 

Reading Notes 

11/9 Theology Proper Common 

Ground chs 1-2 

12 Questions chs 

7, 11, 12 

Application 

Reflection 1; 

Dictionary 

Words; Reading 

Notes 

11/16 Humanity;  

Christology 

Common 

Ground chs 3-6 

12 Questions chs 

8-10 

Application 

Reflections 2 & 

3; Dictionary 

Words; Reading 

Notes 

11/30 Pneumatology; 

Trinity 

Common 

Ground ch 8 

 

Application 

Reflections 4 & 

5; Dictionary 

Words; Reading 

Notes 

12/7 Soteriology Common 

Ground ch 10  

Application 

Reflections 6 & 

7; Dictionary 

Words; Reading 

Notes 

12/14 Ecclesiology Common 

Ground ch 9 

 

Application 

Reflections 8 

Dictionary 

Words; Reading 

Notes 

12/21 Eschatology Common 

Ground chs 7, 

10-12  

Application 

Reflection 9; 

Dictionary 

Words; Reading 

Notes 

 

Post-course work Due 12/31, including Application Reflection 10 and Week 7 Dictionary 

Words           

 

 



STUDY GUIDE 

WEEK 1 — Introduction and Scripture 

Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance before each day’s study throughout this course.  Then, study 

and take notes on the following resources to prepare for class discussion. 

1. 12 Questions Intro and chapters 1-6.   

2. Common Ground Introduction.  Complete your notes by answering the question: 

Why might the Wesleyan Church require this class for ordination? 

  

 

WEEK 2 — Theology Proper, Theological Anthropology, & Hamartiology 

1. Application Reflection 1: You are discussing the Bible with someone and are told that it 

is full of mistakes because men wrote it.  How would you respond to each of the 

following concerns?  (About 500 words; 2 double-spaced pages) 

• They put in what they wanted.   

• They chose which books to include and which to leave out.  (Why isn’t the 

Gospel of Thomas included?)   

• Men made copy mistakes.   

• There are many different Bibles: NIV, NKJV, Living Bible, Catholic Bible, etc.   

• The Bible means different things to different people. Who can say what is right?  

2. Dictionary Words: Define the words below. 

• theology 

• biblical theology 

• practical theology 

• systematic theology 

• anthropology 

• hamartiology 

• Christology 

• Pneumatology 

• Soteriology 

• ecclesiology 

• eschatology 

• dogma 

• doctrine 

• opinion 

• folk theologian 

• incomprehensible 

• revelation 

• general revelation 

• specific revelation 

• methods of inspiration -4 

• plenary 

• verbal 

• exegesis 



• eisegesis 

• hermeneutics 

3. Study and take notes on the following resources to prepare for class discussion. 

a. 12 Questions chapters 7, 11, 12 

b. Common Ground chapters 1-2  

 

WEEK 3 — Christology 

1. Application Reflection 2: Put together thoughts of God by writing a prayer of adoration. 

(Note: Prayers often contain adoration (praising God for his attributes), confession, 

thanksgiving (praising God for the things he has done), and supplication (asking for 

things). Stay with adoration of God’s attributes (i.e., love, omnipotence, omnipresence, 

omniscience, etc.) Why are these traits important? What would the Christian’s life be if 

God didn’t have them? (About 500 words; 2 double-spaced pages) 

2. Application Reflection 3: You are visiting with Mary and John Smith, an unchurched 

couple in your community, whom you have gotten to know quite well. A year ago, their 

children were walking along the sidewalk when a driver lost consciousness and control of 

her car.  One child was killed and the other was paralyzed from the neck down.  Because 

John’s parents were active members in your church, you got to know them after the 

accident. In fact, you visited with them many times during the first few months after the 

accident and have helped them work through their emotional pain. Now things have 

settled down and they seem to be making the best of the situation. But during this 

particular visit, they begin to voice their questions about God. John expresses it like this: 

"I just don't understand it. How could a god who is loving and all-powerful, let something 

like this happen? Why didn't God intervene? It makes me wonder if God really cares the 

way you say He does and if He really is in charge after all. I want to believe, but I just 

can’t make sense of it." Write down what you would say to John and Mary. (About 500 

words; 2 double-spaced pages)  

3. Dictionary Words: Define the words below. 

• explain all 4 proofs of God 

• negation 

• incommunicable 

• communicable 

• transcendent 

• immanent 

• aseity 

• self-sufficiency 

• infinity 

• omnipresence 

• eternal 

• immutability 

• omniscience 

• omnisapience 

• goodness 

• love 

• grace 



• mercy 

• holiness 

• righteousness 

• justice 

• omnipotence 

• sovereignty 

• unity of divine attributes 

• monism (in humans) 

• dichotomy 

• trichotomy 

• Imago Dei 

• sin – both Arminian and Calvinistic 

• temptation 

• providence  

4. Study and take notes on the following resources to prepare for class discussion. 

  

a. 12 Questions chs 8-10 

b. Common Ground chs 3-6 

  

 

WEEK 4 — Pneumatology & Trinity 

1. Application Reflection 4: In the light of what you have learned, write a meditation for the 

December edition of a church newsletter based upon John 1:14 – "The Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us."  Be sure to include information on the virgin birth, the 

incarnation and their significance. (About 500 words; 2 double-spaced pages) 

2. Application Reflection 5: You are talking to a non-Christian friend to whom you have 

been trying to witness about the Christian faith. She/he says to you, “I can’t understand 

why you Christians make such a big deal about the cross. I don’t understand why that had 

to happen. And I know I’m not perfect, but have I done something so bad that someone 

had to shed his blood for me?”  In seeking to convey the significance of the cross, how 

would you respond to your friend? (About 500 words; 2 double-spaced pages)  

3. Dictionary Words: Define the words below. 

• hypostatic union 

• incarnation 

• pre-incarnate 

• Son of God 

• Son of Man 

• impeccability 

• ransom theory 

• satisfaction theory 

• penal-substitution theory 

• moral influence theory 

• atonement 

• substitution 

• redemption 



• propitiation 

• expiation 

• reconciliation 

• adoptionism 

• apollinarianism 

• arianism 

• docetism 

• eutychianism 

• gnosticism 

• kenosis 

• monophysitism 

• nestorianism 

• subordinationism 

4. Study and take notes on Common Ground chapter 8 to prepare for class discussion. 

  

 

WEEK 5 —Soteriology 

1. Application Reflection 6: Prepare a poem or an Affirmation of Faith like the creeds we 

have been using in class to be printed in the bulletin and used in a worship service on 

Pentecost Sunday entitled "I Believe in the Holy Spirit." Let your affirmation focus 

entirely on the person and work of the Holy Spirit.  (About the length of the Apostle’s 

Creed) 

2. Application Reflection 7: Many skeptics and "Christians" argue that the doctrine of the 

Trinity is not a Biblical doctrine and is Tritheism.  Present a comprehensive argument 

defending the scriptural basis of the Trinity and explain why it is not Tritheism.   (About 

500 words; 2 double-spaced pages)  

3. Dictionary Words: Define the words below.  

• List 10 proofs (from the PowerPoint that the Holy Spirit is a person) 

• begotten 

• filioque 

• define Persons (in regard to the Trinity) 

• homoiousioos, homoousios 

• Immanent Trinity 

• Economic Trinity 

• how does one pray using the Trinitarian formula 

• generates/proceeds in regard to the Trinity 

• modalism 

• Socinianism 

• tritheism 

4. Study and take notes on Common Ground chapter 10 to prepare for class  

discussion. 

 

 



WEEK 6 — Ecclesiology 

1. Application Reflection 8: Share your testimony by paralleling your experience to the 

order of salvation.  Be sure to reflect the theology of each step and be sure to explain (1) 

what "entirely sanctified" means (the extent of sanctification possible in this life); and (2) 

how a person is wholly sanctified. (About 500 words; 2 double-spaced pages) 

2. Application Reflection 9: Skeptics and Christians from Calvinistic traditions have argued 

that John Wesley's view of human depravity is Pelagian or Semi-Pelagian because people 

can choose whether to become Christians. Please compose a comprehensive argument, 

which counters this view and shows Wesley and Wesleyans believe salvation is by grace 

alone through faith alone.   (About 500 words; 2 double-spaced pages) 

3. Dictionary Words: Define the words below.  

total depravity vs deprivation 

unconditional vs conditional election 

limited vs unlimited atonement 

irresistible vs resistible grace 

perseverance of the saints vs assurance & security 

Pelagianism 

Semi-Pelagianism 

Arminianism 

predestination 

Divine foreknowledge 

prevenient grace 

convicting grace 

justifying grace 

sanctifying grace 

salvation 

justification 

adoption 

 

5. Study and take notes on Common Ground chapter 9 to prepare for class  

discussion. 

 

WEEK 7 — Eschatology 

Dictionary Words: Define the words below.  

• ekklesia 

• Kingdom of God 

• list 5 pictures of the church 

• sacrament 

• Various ways to view baptism 

• Various ways to view communion 

Study and take notes on Common Ground chapters 7, 10-12 to prepare for class 

discussion. 

 



POST-COURSE ASSIGNMENTS  

1. Application Reflection 10: John, one of the “old saints” of your congregation, has been 

dead for about a year. Now Mary, his wife, is sitting in your office and asking you some 

questions. "I know I'm going to be reunited with John someday," she says, "but tell me, 

where is he now? Is he in heaven with all the saints, alone with Jesus, or in some sort of 

purgatory? Is he conscious or sleeping? And what kind of body does he have, 

anyway?”  What would you say to Mary? (About 500 words; 2 double-spaced pages) 

2. Dictionary Words: Define the words below. 

• 3 questions of eschatology 

• Millennium 

• Premillennial 

• Amillennial 

• Postmillennial 

• Dispensational premillennial 

• Pre-, mid-, post-trib rapture 

• Montanist 

• Idealist 

• Historicist 

• Futurist 

• End times (according to Scripture) 

• Monism 

• Reincarnation 

• Immortal soul 

• Christian view of death 

• What will happen at the end of the cosmos?  (brief list) 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAGIARISM 

Students are expected to exhibit honesty and integrity in their personal, professional and 

academic life, and work.  As Christians, we are called to a high standard of honesty.  

Examples of plagiarism include (but are not limited to) the following: 

 

  Copying all or part of a theme, exam, paper, reading report, or other written 

work from another person; 

Submitting as one’s own work that which was wholly or partially done by 

another; 

Quoting or paraphrasing material from any source without clearly indicating it is  

another’s work 

 

ADDITIONAL POLICIES 

Attendance is required in Zoom sessions.  



Giving of assignment extensions is up to the professor and are limited to extenuating 

circumstances.  Students should let professors know before an assignment is considered late why 

the extension is needed. Merely being busy is not reason for an extension. 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 

• Boyd, Gregory and Eddy Paul. (2002). Across the Spectrum: Understanding Issues in 

Evangelical Theology. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 

• Grenz, Stanley J. (2000). Theology for the Community of God. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans. 

• Harper, Steve. (2003). The Way to Heaven: The Gospel According to John Wesley. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan. ISBN: 9780310252603. 

• Hilson, Mike. (2011). Napkin Theology: A Simple Way to Share Sacred Truth. 

Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House.  

• Karkkainen, Veli-Matti. (2017). The Doctrine of God: A Global Introduction (2nd ed.). 

Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. 

• Kinlaw, Dennis. (2005). Let’s Start with Jesus: A New Way of Doing Theology. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

• Oden, Thomas. (2009). Classic Christianity: A Systematic Approach. New York, NY: 

HarperCollins.  

• Tennent, Timothy. (2007). Theology in the Context of World Christianity. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 

 


