
“Doctrine of Holiness” by Rev. Jonathan D. Ward 

Syllabus 

Dates: 

The course will commence with September 10th, 2026 6-8pm, and will meet via zoom during 
that time slot for 10 weeks finishing up on November 12th, 2026.  The final assignment will be 
due by 6pm on November 19th, 2026. 

 

Course Objectives: 

The course is designed to 1. orient the student historically (Wynkoop), 2. inspire them 
sermonically (Wesley’s two sermons), 3. educate them theologically (Dunning), and 4. equip 
them didactically (Wesley).  By the end of the class they should not only understand the 
teaching on Holiness, be actively pursuing it or attained it, but will also have some tools in their 
toolbox for leading others in a church context through the content. 

 

Readings: 

Primary Source materials: 

“A Plain Account of Christian Perfection” by John Wesley (119 pages) 
https://www.ccel.org/w/wesley/perfection/perfection.html  

John Wesley’s Sermon LXXVI “On Perfection” (Sermons vol. 1-2, pp.411-424)  

https://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/sermons.vi.xxiii.html#vi.xxiii-p0.3  

John Wesley’s Sermon CXX “On the Wedding Garment” (Sermons vol.3, pp.311-317) 
https://biblesnet.com/john-wesley-on-the-wedding-garment.pdf  

Historical Perspective: 

“Foundations of Wesleyan-Arminian Theology” by Wynkoop (127 pages) 

Theological Treatise: 

“Grace, Faith & Holiness” by Dunning (pp.395-565) 

 

Assignments: 

1. There will be a 1 page report due summarizing the content of each of Wesley’s sermons 
assigned as reading as well as from each of the 5 chapters in Dunning’s reading. 

2. A PowerPoint presentation designed to teach a class on the “Family Tree” of Christian 
Theology in a cursory fashion based on Wynkoop’s book.  The student will send a link of 

https://www.ccel.org/w/wesley/perfection/perfection.html
https://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/sermons.vi.xxiii.html#vi.xxiii-p0.3
https://biblesnet.com/john-wesley-on-the-wedding-garment.pdf
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a video of them teaching the subject utilizing the PowerPoint slides.  The video should 
be between 10-15 minutes in length. 

3. Design a small group study of 5-6 weeks based on a summary of “A Plain Account…”.  
This should conform to the following rubric: 
1. Icebreaker 
2. Scripture Passage of focus 
3. A brief video of teaching based upon the Scripture by the student (5 minutes) 
4. Open-ended discussion questions based on the video and Scripture (5-7 questions) 
5. Closing challenge for application 

 

 

Grading: 

10% Participation.  Attendance is mandatory unless prior permission is given by the teacher 
in writing or death of student…in which case they are glorified and no longer need take 
the class anyway.  1 missed class is allowed.  Participation will be 50% attendance and 
50% involvement in the class discussions. 

50% 1 page papers giving summarization of reading.  Papers will be graded based upon 50% 
completion of assignment, 40% Content accuracy, and 10% quality of writing.  Late 
papers will automatically lose 5% per 24 hours unless prior approval was granted by the 
professor due to extenuating circumstances (“I’ve been busy” does not constitute 
extenuating circumstances). 

20% “Family Tree” Video.  50% slides and 50% video.  Each component will be graded as 
follows: 50% completion, 40% accuracy, and 10% quality.  The same penalty for lateness 
will be applied. 

20% Small Group Study.  50% completion of assignment, 40% accuracy, and 10% quality.  The 
same penalty for lateness applies. 

Please note that a final grade of at least 76% is required for this class to count towards your 
credentialing requirements for licensure/ordination in The Wesleyan Church.  The 
following grade scale is utilized by the Department of Education and Clergy 
Development: 

 100 – 97 A 87 – 85  B- 70 – 68  D 
 96 - 94  A- 84 – 81  C+ 67 – Below F 
 93 – 91  B+ 80 – 76  C 
 90 – 88  B 75 – 71  C- 
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Plagiarism: 

 

“One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys.” (Prov. 18:9 NIV) 

“You, then, who teach others, do you not teach yourself?  You who preach against stealing, do 
you steal?” (Rom. 2:21, NIV) 

 

Plagiarism steals the fruit of another’s hard work and leaves the student without any capacity to 
produce the fruit in the future themselves.  It is either a result of sinful pride on the part of the 
student who believes the work to be beneath them or of a belief that the Creator made a 
mistake in making the student who has nothing of unique value to share. 

 

Students are expected to exhibit honesty and integrity in their personal, professional, and 
academic life, and work.  As Christians, we are called to a high standard of honesty. 

Examples of plagiarism include (but are not limited to) the following: 

• Copying all or part of a theme, exam, paper, reading report, or other written 
work from another person; 

• Submitting as one’s own work that which was wholly or partially done by 
another; 

• Quoting material from any source without clearly indicating it is someone else’s 
work; 

• Summarizing or paraphrasing from any source without clearly indicating it is 
someone else's work; 

• Misrepresentation of documentation or resources; 
• Submitting workbook answers copied from another person or working in a group 

and submitting an identical set of answers for each member of the group without 
explicit permission from the professor; 

• Cheating on a test by getting answers in an unauthorized manner; 
• Submitting the same work for more than one course without the prior approval 

of the professor. 

An instance of plagiarism will result in an automatic “F” for the specific assignment and may 
also result in an automatic failure of the course. 

Repeat offenses will result in an automatic failure of the course.  This policy on plagiarism is the 
policy of the MTP program and was obtained  
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Class Structure and Schedule: 

There will be 10 classes of 2 hours each. 

Each class will review the reading(s) that were to have been completed by that class period.  
Lecture will be comprised of two 30 minute blocks and will be followed by 20 minutes of 
discussion each.  10 minutes will be utilized to describe the assignment for the upcoming class 
followed by 10 minutes of Q&A.  This chronological breakdown is liable to change but serves as 
a guide for the professor and the students. 

Class #1 “Foundations of Wesleyan-Arminian Theology” by Wynkoop is to have been read.  
Lecture will describe the “Family Tree”.  The first block covering Augustine vs. 
Pelagius and the second block covering Calvinism vs. Arminianism w/ a 5 minute 
lecture on Wesleyanism within/without the Arminian family.  “Family Tree” 
assignment will be given. 

Class #2 John Wesley’s Sermon CXX “On the Wedding Garment” is to have been read.  
Discussion of assignment will begin the class with major takeaways and 
improvements from the students’ perspectives.  Lecture will cover John Wesley’s 
Sermon CXX “On the Wedding Garment”.  Focus of the first block will be given to 
the logical structure of the sermon and the focus of the second block will be on 
the Scriptural references/contexts/interpretations.  Assignment of a 1 page paper 
summary of the sermon will be given. 

Class #3 John Wesley’s Sermon LXXVI “On Perfection” is to have been read.  Discussion of 
students’ thoughts on the Sermon CXX.  Lecture on John Wesley’s Sermon LXXVI 
“On Perfection”.  First block of lecture will once again focus on the logical 
structure of Wesley’s sermon with the second block focusing on the Scripture he 
used and how he used it.  Assignment of a 1 page paper summary of the sermon 
will be given. 

Class #4 Chapter 13 of Dunning’s “Grace, Faith & Holiness” is to have been read.  
Discussion of students’ thoughts on the Sermon LXXVI.  The first block of lecture 
will cover “The Nature of Experience” and “The Old Testament Experience of the 
Spirit”.  The second block of lecture will cover The NT (Jesus, Early Christian, and 
Paul).  Assignment of a 1 page paper summary of the chapter will be given. 

Class #5 Chapter 14 of Dunning’s “Grace, Faith & Holiness” is to have been read.  
Discussion of the students’ thoughts on chapter 13.  First block of lecture will 
cover the preparatory work of the Holy Spirit prior to salvation and the point of 
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justification.  The second block of lecture will cover the process of salvation.  
Assignment of a 1 page paper summary of the chapter will be given. 

Class #6 Chapter 15 of Dunning’s “Grace, Faith & Holiness” is to have been read.  
Discussion of the students’ thoughts on chapter 14.  The first block of lecture will 
cover the negative and positive (removal and endowment) realities of 
Sanctification within the framework of language pertaining to the renewal of the 
imago Dei.  The second block will cover the ethical implications of Sanctification.  
Assignment of a 1 page paper summary of the chapter will be given. 

Class #7 Chapter 16 of Dunning’s “Grace, Faith & Holiness” is to have been read.  
Discussion of the students’ thoughts on chapter 15.  The first block of lecture will 
cover the NT images of the Church as well as the historical situation of Wesley as 
it pertains to Ecclesiology.  The second block of lecture will cover the attributes of 
the Church as the Kingdom of God.  Assignment of a 1 page paper summary of 
the chapter will be given. 

Class #8 Chapter 17 of Dunning’s “Grace, Faith & Holiness” is to have been read.  
Discussion of the students’ thoughts on chapter 16.  The first block of lecture will 
cover the sacramentology of baptism and the second block will cover the 
sacramentology of the Eucharist.  Assignment of a 1 page paper summary of the 
chapter will be given. 

Class #9 John Wesley’s “A Plain Account of Christian Perfection” chapters 1-17 (through 
page 47) are to have been read.  Discussion of the students’ thoughts on chapter 
17 of Dunning.  The first block of lecture will cover chapters 1-12 and the second 
block will cover chapters 13-17.  Assignment of the Small Group study will be 
given.  This assignment will be due 1 week following Class #10. 

Class #10 John Wesley’s “A Plain Account of Christian Perfection” is to have been read.  
Discussion of the students’ thoughts on the first half of the book.  The first block 
of lecture will cover chapters 18-24 and the second block will cover chapters 25-
28.  The students will be reminded of the Small Group study assignment and its 
deadline. 

 

Contact Information: 

Rev. Jonathan Ward 

jonw@northparkwesleyan.com 

32 Spring St., Cuba, NY 14727 

(585) 968-2347 (church office) 

mailto:jonw@northparkwesleyan.com
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